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The land that surrounds us is part of who we are; it
reflects our histories. We want to acknowledge that
Brantford is situated on the Haldimand Tract, land
promised to Six Nations, which includes six miles on
each side of the Grand River. This is the traditional
territory of the Anishnawbe, Haudenosaunee, and
Neutral Peoples past and present. We wish to

honour with gratitude the land itself and the people

who have stewarded it throughout the generations.

This calls us to commit to continuing to learn how to
ter stewards of the land we inhabit.
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Overview

The W. Ross Macdonald School for the Blind
Vision Resource Services & Outreach Programs

Deafblind Resource Services & Outreach Programs

Q&A
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The W. Ross Macdonald
School for the Blind

Dan Maggiacomo, Principal
Email: Dan.Maggiacomo@ontario.ca
Phone: 519-759-0730 ext. 214

To access the school website: https://wrms.pdsbnet.ca/
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W. Ross Macdonald School

- A provincial resource centre for
students who are blind/low vision and
deafblind providing lodging programes,
full academic courses, specialized
programs and a province-wide
resource services program.

- We work with District School Boards,
local agencies (CNIB, CDBA, etc.),
universities and colleges to provide a
wide range of services for our
students.
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History of the School

1872 Ontario School for the Blind

Only 11 students were enrolled at
this time (7 boys, 4 girls)

1972 W. Ross Macdonald School

Named after Lieutenant Governor
of Ontario and Brantford lawyer

1983 Resource Services U o }
Created as a result of Bill 82 T ——— RN,

The current elementary school entrance
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We offer...

A unique educational
community serving
students from 4 to 21
years of age

Day and Lodging
opportunities

Instruction in the Ontario
Curriculum and the
Expanded Core Curriculum
(ECC) to meet the needs of
students who are

blind/low vision and
deafblind
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Highlights of the School

- Orientation and Mobility (O&M) program';.. | , '

- Independent Living Skills (ILS) program
- Individualized braille and technology instruction
- Extensive music programs and music therapy

- Dramatic arts

- Work experience programs

- Specialized Physical Education & Outdoor Education
- Transition to Post-Secondary and Community

- Short-Term and Transition Programs (Bridges, JunXion, High Five,
Connections, Kinder Connections)

- AERO (Alternative Education Resources Ontario -
https://alternativeresources.ca/Aero/Public/WelcomePage.aspx)
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Bridges

[ For students who are blind, or

low vision who are planning to
attend a post-secondary
institution (college or university)

the following calendar year |

\

1-year, flexible, and highly

individualized pathway program

to support a positive transition
to post-secondary

[ Designed to develop students'

independent living skills deemed

essential for success at post-
secondary (and in life)

( Opportunities include courses )

for OSSD, dual credit courses at
Conestoga and Mohawk College,
Interdisciplinary Studies courses,
co-op, guidance support, O&M,
develop independent living skills

\ in on-campus housing y

\_

JunXion

For certificate and workplace
diploma students

.

Individualized transition
program to support students as
they prepare for the post-
secondary environment

J
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Opportunities for independent
living skills, work experience,
and school college work
initiative (SCWI)
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High-Five
Initiative
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For students who are deafblind,

blind, or low vision (ages 18-21)

as they prepare to transition
from school to adult life.

The goal is to provide an
experiential curriculum that
meets the specific educational
needs of the diverse learners

. J

( )
Programming Opportunities:
Music, Physical Education, Work
Experience, Total
Communication, Campus Life
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Connections

For students (Grade 6-8) who
require specific support in
literacy, numeracy and the ECC

Length: 6-7 full weeks spaced
throughout the school year with
small group (6-8 students)

(" Support provided by Specialist
Teachers of the Blind, Qualified
instructors in O&M, ILS, Braille,
Technology, Music, and
accessible Physical Education in
collaboration with the student’s
home school and Teacher of the
\ Blind/Low Vision )

Areas of Learning: O& M, ILS,
Music, Physical Education, Social
Skills, Self-Advocacy

Assessments in: Literacy,
Numeracy, Oral Comprehension,
O&M, ILS, Braille, Technology

J
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Admissions to W. Ross Macdonald School

WRMS accepts students who would benefit from the Expanded Core Curriculum and from the unique style of
instruction offered in our specialized setting.

For admission gueries, contact:

Emilie Hyde, Admissions Coordinator
Phone: 519-759-0730 ext. 241
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Vision Resource Services &
Outreach Programs

Beth Conly-Edwards, Educational Coordinator
Email: Beth.Conly-Edwards@ontario.ca
Phone: 519-759-0730 ext. 205

To access the Vision Resource Services Referral Form: Click Here
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Vision Resource Services & Outreach Programs

Our department:

Offers outreach programs to students in District School Boards, private schools, and schools for First
Nations, Métis and Inuit across Ontario

- Administered through the Provincial and Demonstration Schools Branch (PDSB) of the Student Support
and Field Services Division, Ministry of Education

Nine Educational Consultants with Specialist Teacher of the Blind Qualifications

Located at W. Ross Macdonald School for the Blind in Brantford, ON

12 W. Ross Macdonald School for the Blind & Resource Services o nta rio @



Who do we support?

Students who have no functional vision, including braille users

Students who are Legally Blind (20/200 acuity in the better eye after best possible correction or a visual
field of 20 degrees or less)

Students who have Low Vision (20/70 acuity in the better eye after best possible correction)

Students experiencing difficulty accessing the school curriculum due to a visual condition, including
Cortical Visual Impairments (CVI)

**Our student population is not homogeneous; our students have a vast range of eye conditions and visual
abilities. Many of the students we see have multiple exceptionalities including physical, cognitive and
behavioural**
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What do we do?

Role of the Educational Consultants:

Perform Functional Vision Assessments and support Learning Media Assessments for students who are blind/low
vision within school settings

Make recommendations for programming accommodations in the form of comprehensive written reports
Assess needs for Special Equipment Amount (SEA) technology/software for accessing the Ontario Curriculum
Support the School Team (VIT, SERT, Educational Assistants, and other professionals)

Assess the need for Orientation and Mobility (O&M)

Provide programming support to Early Childhood Vision Consultants for children who are potential braille users (2
years of age and older)

Support school staff and families to assist with transitions of students who are blind or low vision

Provide demonstrations and workshops
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Short Term Programs
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Developed by W. Ross Macdonald School and Blind Low Vision Resource Services - e n..?i;;f
Outreach Programs

Offered to Ontario students and their families on select weekends throughout the
school year

Learning goals are designed to support the needs of students who are blind/low
vision

Provides opportunities for students to socialize with their peers, develop
additional skills, and potentially make new friends in a safe and fun environment
Topics have included: “Creative Arts”, “Cooking”, and “Music”
For information on Short Term Programs contact:

- Lukas Newhouse lukasnewhouse@gmail.com
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Deafblind Resource Services
& Outreach Programs

Amanda Pollard, Educational Coordinator
Email: Amanda.L.Pollard@ontario.ca
Phone: 519-759-0730 ext. 292

To access the Functional Deafblind Assessment Referral Form: Click Here
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Deafblind Resource Services & Outreach Programs

Our department:

Offers ongoing support to students who are deafblind in preschools, District School Boards, private
schools, and schools for First Nations, Métis and Inuit across Ontario

Administered through the Provincial and Demonstration Schools Branch (PDSB) of the Student Support
and Field Services Division, Ministry of Education

Six Educational Consultants qualified as Specialist Teachers of the Deafblind, Blind or Deaf/Hard of
Hearing

Serve approximately 130 students who are deafblind (birth-21) throughout the province of Ontario
Located at W. Ross Macdonald School for the Blind in Brantford, ON
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Who do we support?

What is deafblindness?

Deafblindness combines the loss of vision and hearing to varying degrees, resulting in severe difficulty
in accessing information, learning, communicating, and participating. Individuals who are deafblind are
unable to use one sense to fully compensate for the loss of the other such that neither can be a
primary means of learning. They have unique and complex needs, requiring services and supports
which are different from those designed exclusively for individuals who are blind or low vision, are
Deaf or hard of hearing, or have multiple exceptionalities.

When both vision and hearing challenges exist, attention and consideration must be given to both
senses simultaneously. Adaptations, accommodations, and modifications need to be made to the
environment, to the individual’s position therewithin, and to the delivery of information — to provide
the same level of access to non-distorted information equal to their peers.
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Deafblind Resource Services & Outreach Programs

Assessment Process

A referral package must be completed for a Functional Deafblind Assessment and the student must
meet criteria for assessment

Educational Coordinator conducts functional deafblind assessment to determine whether a learner is
functioning deafblind

The functional use of vision and hearing is assessed through observations and interactions
intended to elicit the visual and auditory abilities of the student. These observations are

reviewed, along with the medical documentation and reported information, to determine
whether the learner is functioning deafblind.

Student is presented to our administrative team to determine eligibility of service

If the student is functioning deafblind, ongoing support in their educational placement will be provided
by an Educational Consultant from Deafblind Resource Services
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Deafblind Resource Services & Outreach Programs

Role of the Educational Consultant

Deliver ongoing support for educational staff in school and preschool settings with frequency of consultation
reviewed regularly

Collaborate with paraprofessionals and other agencies in utilizing consistent specialized deafblind methods and
techniques

Support families by offering information about deafblindness, intervention techniques, and other relevant resources

Provide professional development opportunities through interactive workshops regarding the educational
implications of deafblindness

Develop individualized reports which provide recommendations and strategies for educational programming
Provide clarification of vision reports and audiograms for functional application in the educational environment

Review the medical reports and the functional use of the learner’s vision and hearing during the school year and, if
necessary, submit a referral for a reassessment

Attend team meetings and/or case conferences, upon request

Provide transition support for students
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